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TEXT Crawl s across a BLACK SCREEN

Superinpose: "After decades of operating in separate worlds,
bl ack and Latino gangs have begun to clash over turf and
drugs, sparking a series of violent interracial battles that
authorities say signals an omnous turn in the region’'s gang
war fare."

Openi ng Mont age Conpri sed of - Docunentary Footage show ng
THE MANY GANGS OF HARLEM across different housing projects
in Harlem The gangs are all |abeled by TEXT that conmes up
on the screen. 1040, 20 BLOCK, EAST ARMWY, BROAD DAY
SHOOTERS, HI LLTOP, TRUE MONEY GANG etc,.

CUT TO

EXT. LENOX LOUNGE - MALCOM X BOULEVARD - HARLEM - DAY

DONNI E, 21, black, athletically built, is standi ng outside
of the Lenox Lounge nightclub. The bar is not open, lights
are off, doors open. Donnie |ooks as though he were waiting.

MANAGER of the nightclub, 48, younger than he | ooks, cones
stunmbling out, |ooking shaky and uneven. He cl oses the door
and | ocks up the place behind him keys shaking while he
does so.

DONNI E
Look, I can't keep being here when
t hey show. You're gonna have to face
them on your own sonetines. | can't
be everywhere at once.

MANAGER
Donnie, | need you here tonight! Your

the only security | can afford now.
Every gang in Harl em shows up,
selling their dope and starting
fights every night. | can't keep this
pl ace open if there's no bouncer.

DONNI E
Well, sorry but if that's the case,
t hen get yourself a new bouncer.

MANAGER
Kid, you gotta work tonight! They're
gonna show up! | know it!

DONNI E
Fox, | love this place. | really do,

but you can't pay ne enough to be the
Lenox Lounges personal vigilante.
( MORE)
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DONNI E (cont' d)
This is a nice place, Fox. Lot of
j azz | egends cane through and got
there start here. As a jazz man,
can appreciate that, but if this
pl ace has becone nothing nore than
headquarters for crimnals and no one
can chill? Then it's not the gig for
me, anynore.

MANAGER
You' re fucking ne over here, Donnie.
Thi s pl ace needs you.

DONNI E
Not ny problem

Donni e wal ks off coldly, |eaving the manager | ooking feeble
in front of the charismatic | ooking night club.

He turns around the corner and smles, know ngly. Qut of ear
shot, Donnie talks to hinself.

DONNI E (cont' d)
I"l'l be there tonight, old friend. If
only you knew.

Superinpose Title: THE ZORRO OF HARLEM
CUT TO

I NT. DONNIE'S ROOM - NI GHT

Inside of the dark studio apartnent, Donnie is seen putting

on a black getup, a black Zorro |li ke mask and a bl ack fedora
instead of the traditional Zorro hat. He picks up a TRUVMPET

CASE and heads for the door.

EXT. HARLEM - NI GHT

ZORRO wal ks the streets. Passer byes wave to him and | augh.
He goes down Mal com X bl vd towards the Lenox Lounge.

ZORRO gets to the front entrance. Crowded around the
entrance way i s a bunch of WH TE HI PSTERS.

DONNIE (V. Q)
Well, so nmuch for his fear of gang
activity tonight. Looks like the
gentrification has worned it's way to
Lenox Lounge.
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I NT. LENOX LOUNGE - N GHT

Zorro wal ks into the Lenox Lounge, slipping by the |arge
BOUNCER t he manager has found to replace Donnie for the
eveni ng.

Zorro | eaps up on the stage of the nightclub. Zorro opens up
the trunpet case, takes it out and starts playing. He's
fantastic and all the white people in the club seemto get a
ki ck out of "Zorro" perform ng.

CUT TO

I NT. LENOX LOUNGE - N GHT

The nightclub is closing down and the all white crowd
| eaves. The nmanager seens weary however of Zorro. Mnager
comm serates with the bouncer.

MANAGER
What's he doing here? Did this guy
cone in like that? W is he?

BOUNCER
He nust have put the costune on after
he got inside because | didn't see
hi m cone in.

Zorro over hears themand smles. He wal ks off the stage. He
wal ks over to the two of them and takes off his nask.

MANAGER
Donni e! You son of a bhitch! That was
you the whole tine!

DONNI E
I"minsulted you don't recognize ny
pl ayi ng by now.

He | aughs at him

DONNI E (cont' d)
See, | told you everything is fine.
You had no idea | was gonna pull ny
little stunt and the place didn't get
gang banged.

MANAGER
Yeah, that's right Donni e!

Donni e | aughs again and starts to | eave.
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DONNI E
Don't worry so nuch, boss man! ']
see you | ater

Donni e wal ks out the door. The tone in the room seens to
shift to an om nous conf usi on.

BOUNCER
You didn't do too bad tonight.

MANAGER
Look, | need to keep everything that
| earned fromtonight.

BOUNCER
Is that so? Let ne just call ny boys,
see what they think on that.

The manager tries to go towards the door. He's swiftly
foll owed by his bouncer.

CUT TO

W get a sense of tinme having passed, as Bouncer has the
manager seated and isn't letting himleave. GANG MEMBERS
show up at the club to aid the bouncer in extorting the
manager .

GANG MEMBER
So what do we have to do? Bl eed the
nmoney out of him

BOUNCER
| already got himto give ne the
money. Now it's just a matter of the
time this man has cost us, this
eveni ng.

The bouncer and his gang proceed to brutally gang stonp this
ol d manager in his club. They horribly beat himto the point
where he's paral yzed. Then one of the gang nmenbers proceeds
to cut up his face.

CUT TO

I NT. HARLEM HOSPI TAL - DAY

The manager has been made a quadriplegic. He is conscious as
Donni e wal ks into the room The nmute manager seens to |ight
up slightly at his presence and notions with his eyes to
signal Donnie towards a small box on the dresser. Donnie
understandingly goes over to it and opens it up. It's a

har noni ca.
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The manager is signaling Donnie to put the harnonica in his
mouth for him Donnie raises it to managers |ips. Mnager
pl ays a song on harnonica for Donnie. Donnie cries.

CUT TO

I NT. LENOX LOUNGE - NI GHT
Superinpose: 1 YEAR LATER

Donnie, in a white suit, is overlooking the club as it's new
manager. He | ooks at the crowd having a good tine. The
BARTENDER gets Donnie's attention.

BARTENDER
Hey, boss. | saw that bouncer you
wer e asking about. He was in here
earlier tonight, tal king about you.
Said you were the one that fired him

DONNI E
Not exactly. Didn't fire him but
he'll never work in this place again.
BARTENDER
Why's that? He seened pissed off by
t hat .
DONNI E

Because | suspect that bouncer had
something to do with the old manager
Fox's attack a year ago, that I|eft
hi m par al yzed.

BARTENDER
What makes you think that?
DONNI E
The bouncer was here that night.
BARTENDER
So?
DONNI E
All the security canmeras were shut

[
off for sone reason

BARTENDER
Oh. So really, there's no proof of
anyt hi ng?
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DONNI E
We'l|l see what proof there is. What
did this bouncer have to say tonight?

BARTENDER
Al kinds of shit about you, the
pl ace and Fox. He said he knows
you're the one who use to dress up
and performas Zorro in this place,
exposing your identity to the patrons
of the bar.

Donnie starts to forman i dea.
DONNI E
What if it turned out someone el se
was Zorro?

The bartender | ooks confused.

BARTENDER

What ? You nean |like multiple Zorro' s?
DONNI E

Exactly. | gotta go take care of sone

t hi ngs. You nake sure that forner
bouncer is watched closely if he's
anywhere near here. 1'll be back.

CUT TO

I NT. TAEKWONDO STUDI O - DAY

Donnie is practicing martial arts al ongside his TAEKWONDO
I NSTRUCTOR.

TAEKWONDO | NSTRUCTOR
You' ve been inproving a | ot, Donnie.
I would like to introduce you to ny
new pupil, Robert.

An athletic | ooking white guy, ROBERT, 21, walks up to the
two of them

TAEKWONDO | NSTRUCTOR (cont ' d)
| have trained this man to the sane
capacity that | have you. | think you
two are equals at this point.

ROBERT
It's nice to neet you, Donnie. |'ve
heard much about you.
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DONNI E
Is that so?

Donni e | ooks to his Taekwondo instructor, skeptically.

DONNI E (cont' d)
Wul d you be willing to dress up and
act as a sort of spy for a night?

ROBERT
VWhat the fuck?

DONNI E
I need you to do a good thing. For a
man | care very nuch about.

ROBERT
You need ne?

TAEKWONDO | NSTRUCTOR
Donnie, it's about tinme soneone took
on the scumin this rotting city.
Harl em needs a soul who's strong
enough to take on the nmantel of a
guar di an.

DONNI E
That's exactly what |1'm gonna do, but
I need you too, Robert.

ROBERT
So is this |like, sonething you guys
do on the regular, or?

CUT TO

EXT. LENOX LOUNGE - N GHT

Robert is dressed up as Zorro standing next to a car outside
of the club. Inside the car is Donnie.

ROBERT
Wiy am | dressed as the Dread Pirate
Roberts from Princess Bride?

Donni e | ooks di sturbed that Robert isn't famliar with
Zorro's iconic costune.

DONNI E
You're not. You're dressed as Zorro,
aka The Fox.

Robert rolls his eyes with slight anusenent.
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ROBERT
Wll, 1'd like think of it as Dread
Pirate Roberts, especially since it
has nmy nane. | think that aligns nore
with nmy principles. | |ike what that
character stood for.

DONNI E
That's a different character. Dread
Pirate Roberts is distinct from
Zorro.

Robert | ooks hinself over and the outfit that he finds
hi nsel f in.

ROBERT
Their costunes are not at all
distinct fromeach other. What am |
doing this for, Donnie?

DONNI E
| already told you and you just said
it yourself, a nmonent ago.
Princi pl es.

ROBERT
That doesn't explain why the costune.

DONNI E
Because you're now the protector of
this place. You need to keep your
identity hidden fromthose that
threaten the livelihood of it and the
ki ndly souls who frequently patron
this - this institution. This piece
of history. History of; art, jazz,
the very history of Harlemitself. It
all can be found in these walls.

ROBERT
Ckay, Donnie. Hey, | think | see that
fun cromd you were telling nme to | ook

out for.

The bouncer and his own gang of ENFORCERS and DRUG DEALERS
cone piling out of a Cadillac Escal ade.

DONNI E
Yeah, they're here. You tail there
every nmove. |I'll be close by. Don't
do anything "till 1 give you the

word. Just stay on themno matter
what .
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ROBERT
I'"'mso nervous, Donnie. |'ve never
done anything |ike this-

Donni e hands hima small radi o headpi ece. Robert puts it in
his ear.

DONNI E
Now nove out, young nan.

ROBERT
We're the sane damm age.

Donni e just points unnoticeably strai ght ahead at their
targets, the gang nenbers.

DONNI E
G make like a fly, guy. Like a fly
circling a pile of shit.

CUT TO

EXT. LENOX LOUNGE - N GHT

The bouncer and his crew are harassing people, cat calling
wonen and then verbal ly abusi ng anyone who says anyt hi ng,
backi ng up there bravado with threat of viol ence that
distinctly feels very real and immnent, rather than just
tough talk. We don't really here the specifics however as
Robert is listening in out of ear shot but closely watching
t he gangs behavior, prepared to do anything needed in
retaliation.

We go from Robert's distanced perspective, to right up
against the club with the former bouncer and his group of
goons.

BOUNCER
Fuck this tailgating, bullshit. Let's
go back in and reclai mour spot. Once
and for all.

DRUG DEALER
You sure, G? It's harder for themto
kick us off the property when we're
sl angi ng out here-

BOUNCER
"Fuck you nean, bro? This our spot.
This is our hood! You with nme or
what ?
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Back to Roberts perspective the bouncer has rallied his gang
and are now headed for the doors of the | enox |ounge.

ROBERT
(over radio)
Donni e, they went inside.

DONNIE (O S.) (OC)
VWll, then | suppose you better
foll ow. Just don't get caught.

I NT. LENOX LOUNGE - N GHT

Bouncer and his crew fill up a section of the club and

i mredi ately proceed to start snoking, pushing other guests
and staff around and pretty nuch every undesirable thing you
can i magi ne.

ZORRO (ROBERT) wal ks in. The gang i mredi ately notices him
and |l aughs. He tries to hide. The gang nenbers follow him

BOUNCER
What do you want, Zorro? | seen you
hear before.

The gang starts to surround Robert. He takes several of them
down with his taekwondo but is eventually overwhel ned by
knives and is stabbed to death in the cl ub.

The Bartender tries to interfere.

BARTENDER
Hey, stop!

The bartender is also inevitably stabbed to death by the
gang.
EXT. ALLEYWAY - NI GHT

The gang has fled, running down the alley way. Donnie shows
up, still in his white suit.

DONNI E
Hey, stop Mot her fucker!

Bouncer stops dead in his tracks
BOUNCER

Luckily, you showed up. Now it can
all play out in ny favor.
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Bouncers gun goes off, accidentally shooting hinmself in the
| eg.

BOUNCER (cont' d)
Fuck! My fuckin' | eeg!

Bouncer runs off.
DONNI E
You killed nmy friends, you
not hef ucker! You''re not gonna get
away wWith this!
Bouncer manages to escape.

CUT TO

EXT. LENOX LOUNGE - DAYS LATER
Donnie is shutting down the Lenox Lounge, days |ater.
The former bouncer shows up.

BOUNCER

| merced those fools and there's
not hi ng you can do about it.

Donni e | ooks angry beyond the point of reason but still sone
how renmai ns conposure.
DONNI E
At least you'll never be able to

destroy this place again. Even if we
have to cl ose for now.

Bouncer sml es.

DONNI E (cont' d)
And believe ne, it is just for now
You can't stay up this way. It's all
gonna cone crashing down. Believe
it.

Bouncer scoffs and wal ks of f.

BOUNCER

If you were gonna do anythi ng about

it by now, you already woul d have,
Donni e.

Bouncer wal ks of f and | aughs. Donnie remains to close up the
pl ace.



